In many discussions on the assessment of toxicological foundations of hormesis, questions have been raised about the possible societal impact of hormesis, especially in the area of environmental regulations. Such discussions have quickly focused on whether and how hormesis could influence the costs of various regulations. Consequently, it seemed appropriate and timely to have an independent and scholarly exploration of the topic of 'The Economic Implications of Hormesis'. To achieve this goal Professor James K Hammitt, Harvard University, was invited to offer a 'white paper' on this topic. His manuscript was then sent to a number of recognized experts in relevant areas to offer expert commentary. Dr Hammitt was offered the opportunity to respond to the expert commentaries. These collective articles now follow in this issue of Human and Experimental Toxicology.
